Low Resolution Review Copy. Order from www.rcco.ca

David Cameron

The
Lord’s Dance

2ielude for Organ
on the Shaker melody
Simple Gifts

Published by Sarabande Music, Kingston, Ontano,
for the Royal Canadian College of Orgatnsts.
All procctds from the sale of this music go to the RCCO endowment.



Low Resolution Review Copy. Order from www.rcco.ca

A Prelude on the melody Simple Gifts

This now familiar tune was written by the Shaker Elder Joseph Brackett {1797-1382) in
1348, Brackett, a lifelong resudent of Maine, first jomned the Shakers at Gorham, Maine; his
father's favm helped to foim the nucleus of a new Shaker settlement. The origmal “Sumple
Gufts" words were wittten by Elder Joseph at the Shaker community m Alfied, Mane. Many
have assumed that the tune of "Simple Gifts" was a traditional Celtie one But both the music
and ongmal lyvrics are actually the compositions of Brackett.

The song was largely unlnown outside Shaker conmumities fntill Wadhen Copland used 1ts
melady for the score of Martha Grahan's ballet AppalaebianSEoring, first performed m 1944
Copland used "Stinple Gifts" a second tie m 1950 i hus €ust set of Old Amearican Sangs for
voiee and plano, wlhich was later orchestrated.

"Sumple (mfts" has Leen adapted or arranged many Wmes smee by folksingers and composers.
Piobahly the best known verzion 12 by English sitngWiiter Sydney Carter | who adapted the
Shaker tune for his song "Lord of the Dafe?, published m 1963 In this form it appears m

many tecent or contemporary hympfbodics.

15 June 2002, Copyright © 2002 David Cameron.
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The Lord's Dance
Stmple Gifts, 18th-centiry Shaker melody.
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